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GCG and SDGs

quALITY We endeavor to provide quality educational programs for our students.
EDUCATION

]

10 o We seek to reduce inequalities by helping students experience lifestyles different from
e their own through study abroad. Additionally, our regional activity helps students
(=) understand current imbalances at home. Additionally, language study contributes to

v reducing inequality.

Building on the sister-city relationship between Perth and Kagoshima, students gain a
stronger understanding of both communities. Regional activities strengthen
understanding about how technology can contribute to community resilience.

160 By partnering with overseas institutions, we strengthen our own, and through this,

NSRS students are able to gain valuable understanding of other cultures.

17 Pavsies Students are asked to consider their own role in achieving the SDGs, and building on GCG's
TGS partnering experiences, consider how collaboration can further their aims.

&

I. Group Management
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II. Programs
1. GOES 2025
BB%Z: 7a—hilA/ N—2 3 D= DEETHE

B :7 B 128B—9 A 298 (1138F)
SIMAE 3%

1.1 Instruction

Due to the restructuring of our office under the DX Connect Center umbrella, and resulting changes in
staffing, the content and scope of the 2025 Graduate Overseas Experiential Study (GOES) was not changed
from the previous year. In 2025, three students from Electrical Engineering, Civil Engineering, and
Informatics participated in the program.

Pre-departure preparation

Prior to dispatching students to Australia, they participated in Junbikai. This one-hour weekly workshop
focused on learning daily language and important cultural information through guided conversation. The
dialogues used in these workshops were based on real-life experiences faced by previous program
participants. Students were supported in completing a study abroad plan, including personal goals for
language acquisition, professional development, and global awareness.

Orientation

This year’s students traveled unaccompanied, and were encouraged to follow a similar itinerary to last
years’ orientation program in order to get used to riding the bus and train and familiarize themselves with
the city early on. As in previous years they also received a membership at Boola-Bardip, the new state
museum for Western Australia. This allowed them unlimited free entry to all regular exhibits to provide
the opportunity to improve both cultural and scientific understanding, and their language skills.
Orientation included a required first visit to the museum.

Study Abroad

In 2025 students were able to join the Visualization Conference at Pawsey Supercomputer facilities, as
observers. Through this experience they were able to learn about innovations in data visualization. At the
end of their stay, students were able to meet with University of Western Australia International Center for
Radio Astronomy Research (UWA ICRAR) researchers to learn about cross-disciplinary research culture
abroad.

After returning, students shared their experiences with faculty and other students.

TOEIC Results
Participating students took the TOEIC Speaking test prior to departure and once again upon return. The

student with a low initial score maintained their score, the student with the highest score improved by 10
points and the student who started out with an intermediate score improved by 20 points.
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1.3 Student Feedback
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Participants in this years’ program gave the following feedback in response to the exit survey:
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Due to the feedback given above, we have decided to change the timing of the study abroad period for
next year. This change will help to attract mor M1 students, who are the main target for this program.
Considering the exclusive participation of M2 in recent years, and the feedback they have given, much of
the discontent can be attributed to their proximity to graduation and joining the workforce.

2. GOES Home 7 A—/3JVEHE
BEBEL. Z7Aa—Hhig /) N—3>DF-HDEEHHE
HARE - —

SIA 0%

In 2024 we collaborated with the island education program held by the Graduate School of Health
Sciences (Nursing) to host visiting architecture students from Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University
(FAMU) for a visit to Koshikijima. We faced difficulties recruiting KU students for the program as FAMU
students arrived at the start of 2" semester. However, by cooperating with Nursing and Veterinary
departments the joint education program succeeded.

In 2025 FAMU faculty asked the Architecture and Architectural Engineering Program to host FAMU
architecture students, and the request was accepted. While the Architecture Program hosted the event

this year, there was no mechanism to awardcredit for 7 0 —H /LA / RX—3 3 > D 1= D REBHHER

B by the Architecture Program, and student recruitment faced similar difficulties to 2024.
As a result of this situation, GCG developed a process for any faculty connected to the Graduate School
of Science and Engineering to award credit to students for 7 0 —HhJLA / R—3 3 > D 1= DEEEM

&R H from 2026. This process is outlined in section 5.2.

3. Brush Up English E-learning

BBEZ: KZREDT-HDT T v 2T v THEA
HAR : S 7T EE 8 A 18 H~9 B 19 A (5:8f)
SMAE 214
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3.1 e-Learning

Edulinx provided the e-learning platform for this course. It included a half-length TOEIC practice test,
administered twice, and access to a maximum of 100 30-minute English training lessons. Based on student
results, the system provides lessons at the appropriate level. Students can repeat the lessons as often as
they want, and are allowed to check the answers. The system registers this activity, and there is an
instructor report which allows the instructors to monitor student activity, including how often they access
the system, how long it takes them to complete each session, how often they try each training lesson,
whether they do so after checking the answers, and their results.

3.2 Daily communication

In order to apply the language they studied in the training lessons, students took turn leading a daily 30-
minute communication session. The sessions were held at 10:00am and 17:30pm in Teams, and students
were randomly assigned ‘icebreaker’ communication games. Leaders introduced the game and its rules,
and encouraged the other students to participate. Students were free to choose which sessionto join, and
were required to join a minimum of 17/25 sessions. All of this was explained in the information session
held prior to the start of the course, and at the end of the first few online meetings.

3.3 TOEIC Results

Students made considerable advancements in their scores for the Half-sized TOEIC training test provided
by Edulinx. One student (510) had a 10 point decrease, but this student also waited until two days before
the course ended to do all of the e-learning training lessons. All other students were able to increase their
score. It is worth noting that the test contents were identical in both the pre- and post- tests.

BRUSH UP ENGLISH A 2025
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3.2 Student Feedback

At the end of the course students were asked to answer a survey about the course. The results are as

follows:
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The initial information session in June was held online, and due to various difficulties, we have decided to
hold the session face-to-face in 2026. The e-learning was quite well received. There was some negative
feedback about the cost, (¥7150 including a TOEIC half-test held twice and full access to course materials
from August-December 2025). However, students have access to the course materials for 3 months after
the course ends, and can keep practicing. Yet, to date no students have continued, despite encouragement
at the end of the course to do so. This suggests that the materials are not especially motivating. The Al
pronunciation had an extra cost, so it was offered as an option. The students who used it found it helpful,
so it may contribute to positive motivation.

The Brush-Up Meet sessions were particularly well received, despite the fact that students were often
observed to struggle to communicate during the meetings. In particular, students felt their English had
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improved, and felt more confident to try. While students show a strong intention to follow up by taking
Brush-up B in M2, whether or not they actually register will give a good indication as to their long-term
positive impression of the course.

4. Support for Global Competencies
4.1 Learning
English Workshops
e English Workshop for Staff
The workshop staff continued for its 8th year, expanding tosix regular members, including original Technical
Division staff, and DX Connect Center and Architecture office staff.
Courses
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4.2 Support for Partnerships

1) Visitto partner university, Florida A&M (FAMU) including meetings with the International Division,
Dean of Engineering, Dean of Environmental Science, and Associate Dean of Architecture. Topics
included development of a possible summer program, exchange of Masters’s level students in
Engineering, potential to co-host a symposium, and counseling for potential Architecture
exchange students, as well as extensive discussion about how structural changes within the
Architecture and Engineering areasin KU could increase exchange opportunities between schools
and/or lead to the establishment of joint degrees

S iy g . A

2) Creation of English-language promotional materials for the Faculty of Engineering faculty to use
when introducing the Faculty to partner institutions.

3) Organizational support for the Erasmus TPIT program

4) Organizational support for Yamaguchi University/UCL joint Engineering program development
5) [fE> TEIMEENFDOHEFR] Kimotsuki-cho educational event

6) New Year Event for International and Domestic student exchange
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5.2026 Program Development & Recruitment

5.1 GOES JBsIfH&

Since the end of restrictions relating to the COVID pandemic, resulting from changes in how companies
conduct job hunting activities, recruiting new students for GOES has been difficult due to the summer
sessionoverlapping with prime internship seasonfor M1 students. While Japanese universities send many
students to language schools after Obon, resulting in a large influx in popular destinations, in 2025 political
uncertainty in historically popular destinations in the US resulted in a large-scale switch to Australian
destinations. Feedback from students since the resumption of overseas travel, and particularly from the
2025 cohort, indicated that shifting the timeframe of the program would allow our students to complete
study abroad before job hunting begins, while also having low to moderate levels of Japanese classmates
at the destination language school. Therefore for the 2026 session of GOES, students will depart at the end
of T1, on June 6, and return at the beginning of summer vacation, on August 16. We will monitor student
experience and feedback, and if this timing is successful, will continue with it into the future. However if it
is too disruptive to student studies, we will reconsider the timing.

GOES #/\FHE(x
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IS0 L GRRA
RiLo 9l 8

:
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% 2, LenTe
ANERT Y5y
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PLAAR4A6HICTRCT S, ERSLRBMOTOT, TN (12

T
DX 337 b5~ AMNKER 70—/ WARTEE

uacjp
hittps:/globaljinzai.eng kagoshima-u ac.jp =

Recruitment has been carried out by printing the following pamphlet and distributing it to all 4t year
students in the faculties of Science and Engineering.

Information sessions on study abroad in general were held for all 3" and 4t year students at lunchtime on
the first Friday of every month, and information sessions about GOES specifically were held once at the
end of December, three times in January, once in February and twice in March.

Brush-Up iz e 7—=> 7

The course was easy to monitor and the report provided by Edulinx was thorough and allowed for
nuanced evaluation. Having students lead communication games was effective for communication. One
point that became apparent was that although we held an online explanation session at the beginning of
the course, students had some difficulty understanding the requirements at first. As a result, next year we
plan to hold one face-to-face orientation session prior to course start in 2026.
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GOES Home 7' A — HILEFHE

For 2026, GCG developed a process for any faculty connected to the Graduate School of Science and
Engineering to award credit to students for 7 A —HJ/L A / R—3 3 > D= OREHERB
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In this way, students can reliably receive credit for participating in educational exchange activities. With
this relatively simple standardized process, novice professors can confirm the content and evaluation of
their activity without worry, and experienced professors do not need to establish a new course to facilitate
exchange. Furthermore, with this process in place GCG can offer support for the exchange activity. Prior to
this initiative, professors did not know who to askfor assistance, and GCG did not know where assistance
was needed. We hope that this initiative encourages more professors to conduct joint educational
exchange activities with overseas partners.
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